Saturday, April 24, 2004
Joel 1:1 – 20

Most agree that the locust plague in Judah was real, not just imagery to describe the invading armies from Assyria or Babylon. What did the people see as the locusts infested the land? That is a question that can be answered accurately because locust plagues continued in African nations and the Holy Land into modern times. The New Bible Commentary gathered and printed the following material (“Most…taken from World Vision, Dec. 1986-Jan. 1987.”) 
One swarm can contain up to ten billion individual locusts. As many as a thousand newly hatched hopping locusts can occupy one square foot. A single locust can travel 3,000 miles during its lifetime, stripping vegetation wherever it and its swarm land. A swarm can devour in one day what 40,000 people eat in one year. In a 1958 visitation Ethiopia lost 167,000 metric tons of grain, enough to feed more than a million people for a year.”

Since the mid-1980s the plagues have greatly diminished due to modern preventative spraying techniques. Today’s chapter also indicates that there was a drought upon the land at the same time. What the locusts did not eat was destroyed by the drought. The prophet calls the people to recognize that their tragedy has to do with their unfaithfulness to God, and their need to repent. 

As we read the prophet’s interpretation of the events, we need to remember that his knowledge came in a message from God. Additionally, this was a period in the history of God’s nation that had been prophesied. For many years the people had been told by God’s prophets that the disasters destroying their nation were directed by Him because of their open and unrepentant rebellion. However, it would be completely unbiblical to judge all natural disasters to be punishments from God. While anyone avoiding a disaster such as a tornado or drought should thank God for being spared the suffering caused by such things, we cannot assume that anyone who has to endure the tornado or drought is somehow being punished by God. 
